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[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:53 a.m., December 11, 2007]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on December 12.

Executive Order 13453—Closing of
Executive Departments and
Agencies of the Federal Government
on Monday, December 24, 2007

December 6, 2007

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, it is hereby or-
dered as follows:

Section 1. All executive branch depart-
ments and agencies of the Federal Govern-
ment shall be closed and their employees ex-
cused from duty on Monday, December 24,
2007, the day before Christmas Day, except
as provided in section 2 below.

Sec. 2. The heads of executive branch de-
partments and agencies may determine that
certain offices and installations of their orga-
nizations, or parts thereof, must remain open
and that certain employees must report for
duty on December 24, 2007, for reasons of
national security or defense or other public
need.

Sec. 3. Monday, December 24, 2007, shall
be considered as falling within the scope of
Executive Order 11582 of February 11, 1971,
and of 5 U.S.C. 5546 and 6103(b) and other
similar statutes insofar as they relate to the
pay and leave of employees of the United
States.

George W. Bush

The White House,
December 6, 2007.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:52 a.m., December 7, 2007]

NotE: This Executive order will be published in
the Federal Register on December 11.
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Remarks Following a Meeting With
First Minister Ian Paisley and
Deputy First Minister Martin
McGuinness of Northern Ireland
December 7, 2007

President Bush. One of the great experi-
ences for me during my Presidency is to wit-
ness historic occasions, and I'm witnessing
such an occasion with the arrival of Reverend
Paisley and Mr. Martin McGuinness here to
the White House. These two men are—have
dedicated themselves to embettering their—
Northern Ireland through their courage and
conviction and desire to put aside the past
and focus on a hopeful future.

And so I want to welcome you all here.
I congratulate you for seizing the moment
and writing a hopeful chapter. I'm looking
forward to hearing about how the United
States can help Northern Ireland move for-
ward. I know one way we can help, and that
is to encourage our business leaders to take
a good look at the economic opportunities
that Northern Ireland presents.

And so I welcome you here. I'm proud
of your accomplishments. And I welcome
you all to say a few comments to the TV,
if you care to do so.

First Minister Paisley. Well, Mr. Presi-
dent, our first words on that—I[inaudible].
We want to say from the people of Northern
Ireland, “Thank you.” Thank you to the
American people for all they have done for
us in the past. We did a lot for you in the
past too.

But what I can say is we deeply appreciate
that. And we also deeply appreciate the fact
that we're here today, and that you have met
us and have tried to encourage us on this.
We have had our political squabbles and
fights. I think we have come to the end of
that. I think that peace has come; there will
be a fight for peace. You don’t win peace;
you have to fight to keep it. And we intend
to that, and we're dedicated to that.

But we do need help in the economic field.
And we're glad that the door has opened.
We have had a very good reception in your
country so far, and of course—l[inaudible].
And when we look back and see this mighty
army that’s following hard in your tracks, we
know that this is your final. And we say, thank
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you, and we look forward to good dealings
between our little country and yours in the
coming days.

President Bush. Thank you, sir.

Martin.

Deputy First Minister McGuinness.
Yes. Can I, too, reiterate the comments of
the First Minister in expressing our deepest
thanks and appreciation to you and your ad-
ministration for the tremendous help that we
have received throughout the course of the
process; follows on from the tradition of
President Clinton and his administration.

So we’re hugely appreciative of both of you
for all of the tremendous support that we
have received. Up until the 26th of March
this year, Ian Paisley and I never had a con-
versation about anything—([laughter]—not
even about the weather. And now we have
worked very closely together over the course
of the last 7 months, and there hasn’t been
an angry word between us.

President Bush. Thank you.

Deputy First Minister McGuinness. So
I think that that clearly shows that we are
set for a new course. There is peace and sta-
bility. We have transformed the political situ-
ation. What we now need to do, as you have
correctly identified, is transform the eco-
nomic situation so that we can give our young
people, in particular, a better future.

I am confident that we can do that, and
with the tremendous assistance weve re-
ceived here in the United States, and particu-
larly working towards the economic invest-
ment conference in May, the future looks
greater than it ever has in the course of Irish
history.

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Thank
you all.

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:49 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

The President’s Radio Address
December 7, 2007

Good morning. Today I'm going to talk to
you about some important policies affecting
taxpayers and homeowners this holiday sea-
son. On Thursday, the United States Senate
passed a bill to fix the Alternative Minimum
Tax, or AMT. The AMT was designed to en-
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sure that the wealthy paid their fair share
of taxes. But when Congress passed the AMT
decades ago, it was not indexed for inflation.
As a result, the AMT’s higher tax burden is
creeping up on more and more middle class
families, and as many as 25 million Ameri-
cans would be subject to the AMT. On aver-
age, these taxpayers would have to send an
extra $2,000 to the IRS next year. This is
a huge tax increase that taxpayers do not de-
serve and that Congress must stop.

I congratulate the United States Senate for
acting to do so. Now it’s up to the House
of Representatives to move the bill. They've
already delayed the bill so long that 75 billion
in tax refund checks could be delayed next
year.

I urge the House of Representatives to get
the Senate-passed AMT relief bill to my desk
before they adjourn so I can sign it and pro-
tect millions of families from higher taxes and
avert any further delay in the tax refund
checks next year.

I also know many Americans are con-
cerned about meeting their mortgage obliga-
tions. The private sector and the Govern-
ment both have a role to play. More than
3 months ago, I announced a series of tar-
geted actions to help responsible home-
owners avoid foreclosure. And on Thursday,
I met with Treasury Secretary Paulson and
Housing Secretary Jackson, who updated me
on the progress.

The first step we took was to launch a new
initiative at the Federal Housing Administra-
tion called FHASecure. This program gives
the FHA greater flexibility to offer refi-
nancing to homeowners who have good cred-
it histories but cannot afford their current
payments. In just 3 months, the FHA has
helped more than 35,000 people refinance
their homes. And in the coming year, the
FHA expects this program to help more than
300,000 families.

Second, we helped assemble the HOPE
NOW Alliance, which includes lenders, loan
servicers, investors, and mortgage coun-
selors. HOPE NOW is an example of the
Government bringing together members of
the private sector to voluntarily address a na-
tional challenge, without taxpayer subsidies
or Government mandates. This group has
agreed on a set of industry-wide standards



